
The Park Redevelopment – FAQs 
 
Community Centre 
 
General 
 
Q. Why are you building a new centre? 
We have a unique opportunity to build a new centre at a time when our current 1970s buildings 
are at the end of their life and cost us too much to maintain as a charity.  
 
Funding 
 
Q. How much will the new centre cost and who is paying for it? 
Depending upon final plans, we expect that a new building designed to house the organisations 
we have on site and all of our services and activities, will cost £6.5 million. £4.45 million will 
come from the Department of Education. We are fundraising to raise the balance and have 
commitments for more than half the target figure. 
 
Q. Is the new Centre development dependent on the school going on site? 
Yes. 
 
Timescales 
 
Q. What is the timeline i.e. when will building work start and when will the new community 
centre be ready? 
Subject to securing planning consent, we will begin construction early in 2020 and the building 
will be ready for everyone to move into late in 2021. 
 
Q. What happens during demolition and construction in terms of noise, dust, etc? 
There will be minimal disruption on site. Our priority will be to ensure we, and other 
organisations on site, continue as usual until the new building is ready to move into. 
 
Q. What happens if there is a delay in the project/build? 
We don’t anticipate any delay. We will keep everyone clearly informed as the building 
progresses. 
 
Provision 
 
Q. Will all the current tenants and occupiers be able to move to the new centre? 
We want to accommodate everyone and we will be talking to all tenants and occupiers about 
their needs and plans for the future. We hope most of them will come with us. 
 
Q. Is the new centre the same size as the present one? 
No – our current buildings aren’t designed for the specific needs of The Park and the 
organisations on site. We don’t need a centre the same size as the present one. We need a 
centre that is purpose built for our needs and our community, and is sustainable. 
 
Q. How will you ensure they can continue to trade/operate during the relocation? 
Operations will continue as normal until the new building is complete. Everyone will then move 
into the new centre, probably over a weekend.  
 
Q. What will the new Centre building look like? 
Once we have taken into consideration everyone’s comments about this during our consultation, 
we will then produce drawings to show what the buildings will look like.  
 
Q. Will all the present staff stay on/transfer to the new building?  
Yes 



 
Q. What will happen to Andy’s Haven? 
Andy’s Haven will be part of the new centre. 
 
Outdoor space 
 
Q. What outdoor space will there be compared to what we have now? 
Outdoor space will be planned to ensure that everything we currently provide can be transferred 
to the new development and that local people’s views are incorporated into our designs. 
 
Q. Will The Park users/wider public be able to use the sports pitches in the new school? 
Yes – we will work closely with the school to have shared use of the sports pitches. 
 
Q. How will local people be able to access the playing fields? (At the moment it is open 
access for the community) 
There will not be open access to the playing fields. They will be managed by the school once it is 
built, but The Park will have full access outside of school hours. 
 
Transport and access 
 
Q. How many car parking spaces will be kept compared with the number now? 
The car park will be planned out more efficiently to make sure that we can accommodate users 
and visitors as we do now. However, we will continue to encourage site users and visitors to 
cycle or use public transport. 
 
Q. How will you stop visitors parking in neighbouring streets? 
We do not envisage parking in the neighbouring streets to be an issue. We will still have the 
Daventry Road entrance onto the site and a car park accessible for site users. 
 
Q. Will the Park Centre and the new school share the same access? 
The existing access off Daventry Road will remain the main access for cars and deliveries to 
The Park, with a segregated pedestrian and cycle access. 
 
Subject to further transportation analysis, access into the school for staff and visitors would be 
from the former school access on Newquay Road, again with a segregated pedestrian and cycle 
access. 
 
Other 
 
Q. How is the Tavistock Road development linked to the new Centre? 
Tavistock Road is a separate development which we hope will generate important funds to 
reinvest in the new centre in the future.  The new centre development is taking up our time at the 
moment so consultation on Tavistock Road has been delayed.  
 
Q. Will the new Centre be sustainable e.g will it have solar panels, renewable energy? 
It is very important that the new centre is sustainable for our long-term future and a great deal of 
thought is being given to the energy strategy. 
 
Q. Will there be compensation for local people disrupted by construction?  
We anticipate minimal disruption and will work closely with local people during the development. 
 
 
 
  



The new Oasis School 
 
General 

 

Q. I’ve heard there’s a new school opening in South Bristol, can you tell me more about 

it? 

Oasis Community Learning (OCL) is delighted to be chosen as the Trust to work on this project 
for a new secondary school. The proposed academy in Knowle West will provide much needed 
school places for children in the local area. We are currently in the pre-planning phase of the 
project which involves creating an outline proposal to be submitted for planning consent. We are 
working closely with the Education and Skills Funding Agency, Bristol City Council and the 
Knowle West Alliance to ensure we build a school that the local community wants and deserves. 
 
Q. Can you tell me more about Oasis and what they stand for? 
Oasis Community Learning (OCL) is a Multi-Academy Trust which has 52 academies in 
England.  The Bristol family of academies includes 3 secondary academies and 5 primary 
academies. The Trust is committed to serving the community in South Bristol and already runs 5 
academies in the area.  
 
OCL is part of a group of charities and social enterprises working in 51 community hubs located 
in 11 countries across the world.   
 
OCL’s mission is to deliver exceptional education in the heart of the community. All of our 
academies are committed to achieving our vision through developing character, competence 
and sense of community within every child and young person, providing a rich educational 
experience. 
 
The site 
 
Q. What consultation was done in agreeing this site for the new school? 
The Department for Education (DfE) and Bristol City Council (BCC) identified a need for a new 
secondary school to be built to meet local demand for school places. LocatED, on behalf of the 
Department for Education, undertook an extensive site search for a new secondary school and 
this site was selected as the preferred option based upon location and catchment area; site 
area; good access to public transport; planning history and deliverability of programme.  
 
We are in the pre-planning phase of this project. Planning hasn’t been submitted yet and we look 

forward to working with local community groups and charities to consult with them and address 

any issues they may have.  

 

Q. Will the school site be fenced off from The Park/open space? 
The school will need to ensure the appropriate pupil safeguarding measures are in place and 
controlled during the school day.  Controlled access will therefore be necessary at these times.  
 
Q. What will the school buildings look like? 
The project is at the pre-planning outline and feasibility stage. Once the accommodation brief is 
finalised and agreed the detailed design for the school will be follow.  
 
Q. Who will have sole charge of the site? Who would we contact in the case of an issue? 

Once all works have been completed there will be two separate sites on the footprint of the 

previous site. Each site will be solely managed by the primary occupant i.e. The Academy or 

The Park. 

 
 
 
 



Provision 
 
Q. What is the catchment area for the new school? 
BCC together with the Department for Education has identified a need for a local secondary 

school in South Bristol, which will include Knowle and Filwood. The exact boundaries of the 

catchment area have yet to be finalised with the council but a potential catchment area plan is 

presented on the exhibition boards. We look forward to working with the council to ensure 

children come from across the local area.  

 
Q. How many pupils will the school cater for? 
The academy will offer 900 places for 11 to 16 year olds. 

 

Q. What’s the school going to be called? 

As we’re in the very early stages of this project, a name for the school hasn’t been decided yet. 

 

Q. What is the admissions procedure for the school? 

We will follow the Local Authority’s admissions procedure. Oasis has inclusion at its heart and 

none of our academies are selective. Our academy will welcome children from across the local 

area, regardless of background, faith, or ability and aspire to be an outstanding local school for 

the children in South Bristol. 

 

Q. How many staff will be employed there? 
Once the school is at full capacity we envisage there being close to 100 staff employed in both 
part-time and full-time capacities. The staff number will grow as required alongside student 
intakes each year. 
 
Q. Does it include a sixth form? 
No, this Academy will not have a sixth form. However, OCL is working on another exciting new 

academy in the Temple Quarter Enterprise zone which will have a large new Sixth form 

provision and will be accessible for students across South Bristol. 

 

Q. Who will be on the Governing body – will any local people be invited to become 
Governors? 
While OCL don’t operate a typical school governor model across our academies there will be 
opportunities for local people to feed into school life. 
 
Timescales 
 
Q. When will it open? 
As we are in the pre-planning stage we’re unable to give a date as its dependent on a number of 
factors. We’re working closely with our partners, Bristol City Council and the Department for 
Education, to ensure we meet the need for secondary school places and open the school at the 
most appropriate time - subject to securing planning permission. 
 

Funding 
 
Q. How much will the new school cost and who is paying for it? 
The Academy is fully supported by the Department for Education (DfE) and is appropriately 
funded, as is the case with all schools across England. The DfE publishes final capital costs for 
all free schools once projects are complete and costs are no longer commercially sensitive. 
 
Q. Is the school funding secure e.g. if there is a General Election? 
Yes – As far as OCL is aware once a school has been approved for development, associated 
funding is earmarked and protected at the same time. 
 



Outdoor/community facilities 
 
Q. What playing pitches/outdoor space will it have?  
The proposed new school will retain the existing grass playing fields for sport, in addition to a 
new mixed-use games area, new sports hall and changing rooms. The existing sports hall will 
also be retained as part of The Park proposals. The development proposals will therefore 
enhance local sports facilities provision for the area. 
 
Q. Will the community/public be able to use any of the school facilities out of hours e.g. 
playing pitches/sports facilities? 
Yes, a community use agreement will set out a shared use agreement whereby the sports 
facilities can be used by local sports teams and community outside school hours. 
 
Q. What other opportunities will there be for the community/public to use other 
facilities/amenities e.g. school hall/meeting space? 
Central to the Trust’s vision is the academic and character development of their students and 
extends further to the use of the school building outside school hours and weekends. 
 
Q. Will the school run activities in the holidays? 
It is unlikely that the school will run activities directly in the holidays for the community, however 
there is every possibility of community groups making use of the facilities for holiday activities.  
 
Transport and access 
 
Q. Where will parents park – to drop off/pick up? 
Part of the planning process will involve an analysis of transport requirements to ensure minimal 

impact to residents. The position of the school is conveniently located so that the majority of 

children can cycle, walk to school, or take public transport. Parent drop off in cars will be actively 

discouraged.  

 

Staff, visitor and minibus car parking and cycle parking is provided within the proposed layout. A 
Travel Plan can form part of a subsequent planning condition for the school. 
 
Q. How will you stop parents parking in neighbouring streets? 
Part of the planning process will involve an analysis of transport requirements to ensure minimal 

impact to residents.  Based upon the catchment areas for pupils it is envisaged they will walk, 

cycle or get the bus. The school is committed to the Green Capital agenda. Children and their 

parents will be educated about healthy and sustainable travel choices in assemblies, on open 

days, school prospectus, and at parents’ evenings. They will also tie their rewards system into 

healthy choices. 

 
Q. Will bus services be enhanced? 
Bus route 90 serves the City Centre, Bedminster and Hengrove stopping close to the site. As 
part of the transport assessment a package of measures are being considered including bus 
shelter upgrades and traffic management measures.  
 
Disruption 
 
Q. How will the construction works affect the traffic on Daventry Road? 
 
It is too early in the design process to understand the possible impact on the traffic on local 
roads. Ongoing dialogue will take place nearer the time to ensure the community have had as 
much opportunity as possible to feed into pro-active solutions to getting positive outcomes for all 
involved 
 
 



Q. What are the start and finish times, daily, of the construction works? 
As we are in the pre-planning phase of the project, this level of detail has yet to be agreed. 

Construction firms have restrictions on the times of day that work can be carried out. The main 

contractor of the site will work with the Knowle West Alliance to ensure residents are informed.  

 
Q. How will you prevent vandalism and pupils damaging property/climbing on residents' 
walls and fencing? This was a big problem with Merrywood School. 
We understand these concerns and want to re-assure local residents that as a Trust we take this 
behaviour very seriously. Under new building regulations, schools must comply with certain 
safeguarding criteria which means there is much less risk of children being able to access 
residential properties. We welcome this sort of feedback as it helps inform our plans. 
 
 
Q. How will you prevent pupils causing problems at the bus stop(s) at the end of the 
school day? Pupils queuing for a bus will also cause traffic hold ups? 
The school will open with one cohort of Year 7 students and we look forward to welcoming these 

students to the academy. Our expectations are high but straightforward, ‘Work Hard, Look Smart 

and Be Nice’. Students will know what is expected of them from day one. We will work closely 

with parents and carers, so that together we provide the very best for our students in a happy, 

well-ordered and inclusive community. 

 


